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The Most Enjoyable English Conversation Class with a Puppy
€

LW
By T. Kitamura

Specialist of Enjoyment

Why don’t you join our English Conversation Class with a puppy, if you like?
We never had such an enjoyable class in Ikeda Church before.
I really love dogs, and my dream has come true at last!

I joined Fr. Denis’ English Conversation Class in Feb.
Two hours: from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on every Monday.
The topic is various every time and I am really enjoying myself.
We talk about current topics, nature, cooking, travels, gardening, sports, animals, reli-
gious matter, etc.
Last time, one topic was about dogs. All the classmates love dogs.
Above all, I know Fr. Denis loves them so much.
Amazingly he raised one hundred twenty puppies (dachshund) until four years ago.
(Four years ago his last dog died at the age of eighteen.)
For a long time, Fr. Denis raised his puppies and sold them for a relief fund for the
poor. I was so surprised to know about that for the first time.
But seeing his attitude, I really respect him from the bottom of my heart.

I remember the first time I went to Ikeda Church when I was a sophomore, I met his
puppies that had strange shapes — short legs and long body. Dachshund was not so
popular in Japan at that time.

Fr. Denis taught me “dachs” means ‘raccoon’ and “hund” means ‘dog’ in German. So
originally he is a hunter. He has strong paws.

Fr.’s puppies were so friendly and all of them jumped at me with joy.

Oh, how I loved them! They were so cute.

But I was so sorry that I couldn’t buy one because the price was too expensive for me.
Besides I had been too busy to take good care of them.

Now I have retired from my job, so I can enjoy taking care of my pet dog!

Also Fr. Denis retired from the Director of St. Mary Kindergarten last year.

Now we can enjoy together our retirement!

So why don’t you join us? Just listening will enjoyable!

After the class, my pet dog — Rex (means king) — followed Fr. Denis.
He followed him and got into the Shisaikan, and wouldn’t come out even if I called his
name to come back home.
He sat still joyfully at the gate.
That was my first experience! He loved
Fr. Denis so much!!
He knows Fr. Denis loves dogs so much.
Dogs know everything in our hearts, which we
call 'Reading Hearts’.
As a foolish parent, I'd love to say he is really
a good partner and companion!
Now, after my retirement, I can enjoy the most
enjoyable English conversation class with
a puppy, and Fr. Denis!
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