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Today (December 2, 2018) begins another
liturgical year in the Catholic Church. As
we begin this four-week Advent prepara-
tion for the solemn commemoration of the
birth of Jesus on Christmas day, our
mother Church reminds us not only of the
importance of His birth for us but also,
and perhaps more importantly, of Jesus’
second and final coming.

It i1s for this reason why both our first
reading and the gospel talk about a cer-
tain “coming”. His might be the end of
history; but definitely it is going to be a
new beginning for all of us those who held
on steadfastly to their faith in the Son of
Man, Jesus Christ.

The prophet Jeremiah says: “The days
are coming, says the Lord, when I will
fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and Judah. In those days, at that
time, I will raise up for David a just
shoot; he shall do what is right and just
in the land.” We use this reading to make
us better understand and appreciate the
meaning of what St Luke says in today’s
gospel: “And then they will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory.”

Of course, we don’t know when will this
future event take place. That is why dur-
ing the season of Advent, we are encour-
aged to be generous, prayerful and vigi-
lant as our way of preparing ourselves
not only for the great season of Christmas
but also for the eventual second coming of
Jesus. In that second coming of his, we
will be judged according to how we lived
our life here on earth. A renewed life is
our best guarantee for entering into God’s
kingdom.

A TIME OF RENEWAL

Nonoy Plaza CP,

Talking about renewal, this was inciden-
tally, the theme of our 47th General
Chapter. As you all knew, having been
chosen as one of the official delegates for
this said Chapter in Rome, I was away
during the month of October. In the 19th
of the said month, we observed the sol-
emn feast of our founder St. Paul of the
Cross. But during the previous evening,
we also all gathered in the chapel of St
Paul of the Cross in order to liturgically
open the preparatory phase of what we
call the Passionist Jubilee. There, during
the evening liturgy, the special icon with
the relic of our founder was blessed. It
will travel all over the world, including
here in Japan where Passionists are also
found.

This Passionist Jubilee, by the way, is our
way of celebrating the third centenary
(1720-2020) of the founding of the Con-
gregation of the Passion (the Passionists).
In the words of our Fr. General, Joachim
Rego, CP, this celebration “is a celebra-
tion of the charism that we must proclaim
with words and works. The focus should
be “keeping alive” and promoting the
charism and not the institution.... I hope
that this jubilee will be celebrated in the
light of our renewal as Passionists, both
personal and communitarian.”

As we enter into this joyful season of Ad-
vent, let our hearts be open. As this par-
1sh shares our charism as Passionists, let
us all then be one in asking for the grace
of renewal for our individual and commu-
nity life. May the Spirit of God be with us
touch our hearts during this season and
throughout the ne liturgical year.
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