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Heading MERRY CHRISTMAS !
Article Nonoy Plaza CUP.

I say this because Christmas day is but a
few days away.

Dear friends, if you want to study the his-
tory of Religious Life (which is the life lived
by many nuns, sisters brothers and priests),
you will always encounter the name of St.
Anthony of the Desert. Why? Because he has
always been considered the Father of Mo-
nasticism.

You know what, at one time, he was said to
have said: ‘Do not be astonished if an em-
peror writes to us, for he is a man; but
rather wonder that God wrote the Law for
men and has spoken to us through His own
Son’ (Life of Anthony, s. 81).

Indeed, if we think very deeply about this, it
should amaze us. Imagine, the Creator of the
whole universe, which is so vast and wide,
spoke to us in our very own human lan-
guage? It is simply beyond comprehension,
isn’t it?. And yet God did in when he sent his
only Son Jesus Christ to us.

This is what we Christians have been cele-
brating and have been marvelling at for
more than 2,000 years. The Letter to the
Hebrews, which provides us an important
insight into our study of Revelation, says:
“In times past, God spoke in various and
partial ways to our ancestors and the
through the prophets; in these last days, he
has spoken to us through the Son ...”
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Or as John succintly puts it: “The Word be-
came flesh and made his dwelling among us.”
He literally “pitched his tent among us.” This
is how much he wanted to relate with us —in
a very intimate way. Indeed, He wanted us to
be able to relate to him easily. And for this
reason, He became one of us; putting up his
tent, as it were, among us and lived with us.
This is the true meaning of Christmas.

And he continues to live with us. When Jesus
went back to heaven, he assured his beloved
disciples that he will be with them until the
end of time (Matthew 28:20). And also, when
we gather in his name, he assures us that he
will be in our midst (Matthew 18:20).

At Christmas time then, let us joyfully cele-
brate Jesus’s birth, his continual presence
among us and our lively hope of seeing him
once again when he finally comes back in
glory. Once again, MERRY CHRISTMAS TO
ALL! God bless!
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