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. Nonoy Plasa

During these summer months of August
and September, let us take a look once
again at an important Catholic teaching
on Mary.

As many of you probably observe, we
Catholics are Marian loving people. In
fact, within this span of barely two
summer months, our liturgy honors Mary
three times. August 15’s Assumption
being the biggest of the three.

But the birthday of Mary on September
8th as well as the uniquely Passionist
feast on Mary, Our Lady of Sorrows, on
September 15 are also considered
important feasts. Mother Mary always
has a special place in our Catholic
Christian faith.

However, Mary's birthday as well as her
feast as our Lady of Sorrows, fall on
Sundays. Because of this, they are not
observed this year as they give way to the
primacy of Sunday liturgy. Sunday,
being the Lord’s Day, usually gets the top
priority among the list of liturgical
celebrations.

Going back now to those strange-
sounding words written above, actually,
these two Latin words (which in English
is translated as “the most bountiful God”),
1s the official title of an Apostolic Letter
written by Pope Pius XII in November 1,
1950. In it, the Pope announced to the
whole Catholic world a new dogma.

Munificentissimus Deus exhorted all
Catholics to believe in the Assumption of
Mary. Trusting that it cannot fall into
error when it definitely teaches matters
concerning faith and morals, the Church
professes the truth that Mary “went up”
to heaven body and soul. To use the exact
words from the said document, it says:

“ By the authority of our Lord Jesus
Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and
Paul, and by our own authority, we
pronounce, declare, and define it to be a
divinely revealed dogma: that the
Immaculate Mother of God, the ever
Virgin Mary, having completed the course
of her earthly life, was assumed body and
soul into heavenly glory ” (#44).
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This was said to be the first “ex-
cathedra” (‘from the chair [of Peter]) and
therefore a very solemn declaration since
the official ruling on papal infallibility
was made at the First Vatican Council
almost a hundred years before (1869—
1870). Here, the Pope himself, invoked
the so-called doctrine on “Papal
Infallibility.” This infallibility is
grounded in Jesus’ promise to Peter to
protect him (and his successors) from
error when as the chief Shepherd of the
Church and in virtue of his supreme
apostolic authority, he defines a doctrine
concerning faith or morals to be held by
the whole Church.

Going through the wealth of historical
and theological traditions through the
ages and taking notes on how Mary has
been venerated through centuries of
Christian traditions, and after consulting
all the bishops all over the world, Pope
Pius XII then issued Munificentissimus
Deus. It reportedly gained popularity and
even garnered near unanimous support
from the bishops.

Some did question the value of making a
clear and definitive proclamation on
Mary's Assumption. Was it really
necessary? To object to this new dogma
on Mary didn't necessarily mean that
such persons were anti Marian. No. I
think what they were objecting to was
not the belief that Mary did go up to
heaven, body and soul itself. Rather, its
so-called dogmatization. The Catholic
Church has more than enough dogma to
take into consideration so to speak.

Perhaps one may ask, what's the
importance of this doctrine to the life of
individual Catholic? For this, let me refer
you to the lengthy paragraph number 42
of this document. For here, Pope Pius XII
did give us what he hoped
Munificentissimus Deus could achieve.
Toward the end of this Apostolic Letter
he said:

“ We, who have placed our pontificate
under the special patronage of the most

holy Virgin, to whom we have had
recourse so often in times of grave
trouble, we who have consecrated the
entire human race to her Immaculate
Heart in public ceremonies, and who
have time and time again experienced
her powerful protection, are confident
that this solemn proclamation and
definition of the Assumption will
contribute in no small way to the
advantage of human society, since it
redounds to the glory of the Most Blessed
Trinity, to which the Blessed Mother of
God 1s bound by such singular bonds.

It 1s to be hoped that all the faithful will
be stirred up to a stronger piety toward
their heavenly Mother, and that the
souls of all those who glory in the
Christian name may be moved by the
desire of sharing in the unity of Jesus
Christ's Mystical Body and of increasing
their love for her who shows her
motherly heart to all the members of this
august body. And so we may hope that
those who meditate upon the glorious

example Mary offers us may be more and
more convinced of the value of a human life
entirely devoted to carrying out the heavenly
Father's will and to bringing good to others.

Thus, while the illusory teachings of
materialism and the corruption of morals that
follows from these teachings threaten to
extinguish the light of virtue and to ruin the
lives of men by exciting discord among them,
in this magnificent way all may see clearly to
what a lofty goal our bodies and souls are
destined. Finally it is our hope that belief in
Mary's bodily Assumption into heaven will
make our belief in our own resurrection
stronger and render it more effective. ”

Munificentissimus Deus teaches that Mary
should inspire us to hope. She lived a life
faithful to the Lord and thus became a shining
example to the human race. Her assumption
signifies God's similar intention to all of us, his
beloved children. Lastly, may our meditation
on Mary’s assumption lead us to a greater
awareness that we all belong to one human
family whose final destiny is to be with God.
And Mary has shown us the way.
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