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MARANATHA!

The heading article

The first day of Advent falls on the very
first day of December. That makes the
season of Advent a little bit shorter this
year. And whether we like it or not,
Christmas will always begin on the twenty
fifth. And so, the twenty four days before
the Lord's birth are all we have to prepare
for his "coming."

Yes, we need to prepare the way of the
Lord. The ever-familiar call of John the
Baptist during Advent constantly remind
us of this. We need to make straight
crooked paths and flatten hills and moun-
tains, so to speak. And although we do
make some physical preparations in the
church such as the setting up of Advent
wreath and the Nativity scene, the more
important preparation of course is in the
realm of the spirit.

Because of this, every year we do set aside
times for recollections by inviting someone
to lead us into a meditative mode. We
were so privileged to have the parish
priest of Minooh, Fr Yano, to lead us this
year. Through his timely and relevant
sharings, together with our availing of the
sacrament of penance, our hearts were
touched and our spirits were lifted up as
we look forward to our celebration of
Christ's birth with eager longing; or with
joyful expectation and patient waiting for
the coming of the much-awaited Messiah.

I think it is important to stress the joyful-
ness of this season. In fact it is this aspect
that makes it different from our obser-
vances of Lent. Lent is basically peniten-
tial, in contrast to the joyfulness that Ad-
vent brings. We excitedly wait for the
Lord's appearance, much much more per-
haps than the excitement we felt when we
heard for the first time the news of Pope
Francis' visit to Japan. We inherited this
same attitude from the early Christians.
They were the ones who originally showed
us that intense longing for the Lord Jesus
to come again. And the word 'Maranatha'

Fr. Nonoy Plaza

aptly captures their hearts' deep desire to
meet the Lord the soonest possible. They
showed us what i1t means to say: Jesus,
Come! Please come! Don't delay!

It 1s interesting to note that the word Ma-
ranatha only appears once in the New
Testament. And it 1s found as the last
word of verse 22, chapter 16 of St. Paul's
first letter to the Corinthians. It was said
to be a transliteration (which is different
from translation) of an Aramaic word into
Greek that sounded like 'moran-eto' when
romanized but which means "our lord has
come."

A footnote found in The New American
Bible explains briefly this word in this
way: "Marana_tha: an Aramaic expres-
sion, probably used in the early Christian
liturgy. As understood here (“O Lord,
come!”), it is a prayer for the early return
of Christ. If the Aramaic words are divid-
ed differently (Maran_atha, “Our Lord
has come”), it becomes a credal declara-
tion (a professional faith). The former
(that is, the first) interpretation is sup-
ported by what appears to be a Greek
equivalent of this acclamation in Rev
22:20 “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”

The full verse 20 goes like this: "The one
who gives this testimony says, “Yes, [ am
coming soon.” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!"
And the footnote further says that Mara-
natha is a "liturgical refrain, similar to
the Aramaic expression Marana tha—
“Our Lord, come!” ... It was a prayer for
the coming of Christ in glory at the par-
ousia."

For us now, whether it be pronounced as
"Marana_tha" or "Maran_atha" it doesn't
really make a glaring difference. After
all, both senses still express or contain
the truth of what we are observing and
celebrating during these days of Advent
and Chritmas.

For indeed at Advent we share the same
longing that all the Christians who have
gone ahead of us expressed, namely, a
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longing for our Lord Jesus to come again
as he promised. But at Christmas we re-
call the birth of Christ, he has come, the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
as John beautifully said at the beginning
of his Gospel.

St John Cassian who was a monk and a
theologian and who was noted for his role
in bringing the ideas and practices of mo-
nastic living in there early medieval
West, as well as the popular Benedictine
monk, John Douglas Main in the 1960's
and 70's recommended the use of Mara-
natha as a prayer phrase, a mantra so to
speak, during meditations.
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When we say it in a rythmic way, we not
only use an ancient Christian word spo-
ken in Aramaic, the language our Lord
Jesus himself spoke, but that it will help
or heart and mind to arrive at stillness
and this open ourselves more to a deeper
encounter with the Divine.

May this season of joyful waiting, as we
prayerfully say, MA..RA..NA.. THA, truly
prepare us for his unexpected coming in-
to our lives. And may this lead us to a

joyful and meaningful celebration of the
Lord's birth.

WISHING YOU ALL THEN A MERRY
CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW
YEAR!
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