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The heading article

The phrase “new normal” seems to be an “IN”
phrase these days. Oftentimes, I come across it
when I access different media platforms in or-
der to know the things that are going on in the
world. As some countries begin to ease severe
restrictions, we now gradually see growing
number of people in public places.

Now here is a semblance of normalcy after
months of either self-imposed restrictions or of
fully enforced lock-downs that we see in many
countries, including my very own - the Philip-
pines. When the call to refrain from going out
has been eased more and more, obviously,
many feel some sense of relief.

Of course, some apprehensions still remain.
And we just have to get used to this until a vac-
cine against COVID 19 is finally available. But
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Fr. Nonoy Plaza

for now, we simply find ourselves in a new
kind of normalcy. Yes, the various establish-
ments which had been closed, such as bars and
restaurants, churches and schools, etc., are
now open. But protocols still need to be ob-
served.

Surely, wearing masks for most Japanese can-
not be a big deal as it has been widely prac-
ticed here for many years. Probably, it is the
need to observe safe distancing from one an-
other that might be a bit difficult to practice.
Why, because this affects a lot of our civic,
sports and religious activities.

So far though, since the day we resumed public
masses, we have been seriously trying to ob-
serve the necessary protocols of social distanc-
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ing and sanitation. At the moment, we are very
much aware how challenging this has been for
us here in Ikeda, in particular, as our church is
still undergoing the much needed earthquake
resistant renovations.

But thanks be to God, everybody seems to be
cooperating. The liturgical committee has been
doing its best to remind the people of the proto-
cols that have to be observed in order for each
one to be safe. And when the number of church
goers swells a bit, the meeting room upstairs as
well as the small chapel are provided with a
projector and TV monitor respectively, so that
those who cannot be accommodated in the hall
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can still participate in the liturgy even though
they are asked to go upstairs.

All these are part of the “new normal” that we
are going through right now. And I'd like to
think that we have become more patient with
ourselves and with others as we faced the pan-
demic. Let’s keep it up! As to when will that old
normal returns, none of us knows. But whether
it’s old or new, perhaps what matters most is
that we try to live our life to the full, day in and
day out. But at the same time, we continue to
beg the Lord to put and end to this pandemic.
Amen.
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