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O COME, DIVINE MESSIAH
Fr. Nonoy Plaza

Welcome, everyone, to Advent 2020! This
year will soon be over, in roughly two
month's time. But quite strangely, and
strictly speaking, we actually have only
just begun. By this I mean, yes, a liturgi-
cal new year has just begun.

We're leaving behind year A, as we enter
into the year B of the so-called three-year
Sunday liturgical cycle. And we embrace
1t with renewed enthusiasm and hope de-
spite the many challenges and difficulties
that lie before us.

Our Archdiocese has recently issued a
new guideline in trying to deal with a re-
surgent COVID-19. Some say that we're
now entering into a third wave of infec-
tion. And so, we just cannot let down our
guard yet. We cannot slip into complacen-
cy in dealing with this highly resilient vi-
rus. Worse still, we cannot give in to the
so- called pandemic fatigue. And this is
but one of the many enormous challenges
that lie before us here and globally.

But we Christians are optimists! We be-
lieve that God's grace is always at work
in our lives. There is a hidden strength
that comes from God. And he has put it
into our very soul. We need to discover it
and use it as we deal with life's favorable
and unfavorable events.

The seasons of Advent and Christmas
should help us then to rediscover that in-
ner strength in us. If everything is grace,
it 1s no coincidence then that these holy
seasons are here once again to enable us
to focus not just on our day-to-day preoc-
cupations but also in the very essentials
of our spiritual life.

Advent, as we all know, is the joyful and
prayerful time when we spiritually pre-

pare ourselves for both the celebration of
Jesus' birth, (that was when he first
came) and his expected second coming at
the end of time. It is not surprising
therefore why the opening salvo of each
Advent Sunday begins with a reading
from Isaiah. Why, because, Isaiah is the
great prophet of the Messiah.

During Isaiah's time, the Jewish people
were ardently longing and waiting for a
Savior, a Messiah. Although they knew
that they have gone astray and have not
followed the laws of the Lord, deep in
their souls they knew that only a real
Messiah can rescue them from all the
evils that at times took hold of them.

We believe that the Messiah, in the per-
son of Jesus, has already come. While on
earth, Jesus did a lot of good things. He
performed many miracles of healing. He
welcomed sinners and taught everyone
that he met about the reality of God's
kingdom. He did die, but being a Messi-
ah, and above all, being the only son of
God. He rose again to go back to his Fa-
ther. And he promised that he will come
again.

These wonderful seasons of Advent and
Christmas are our liturgical ways of
awaiting for his return and at the same
time making alive again these great
mysteries of our faith.

I wish you then a meaningful and
prayerful season of Advent and a very
merry Christmas to all. Keep safe!
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