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The leading article Peace Fr Nonoy Plaza

We're now in the middle of summer. And the heat is becoming more intense. That is
why for many, summer is probably the least loved season. Well, I think it really de-
pends on which age bracket you're referring to. For certainly, the young kids would
like to have fun under the sun, be it on the beaches or on the green fields and moun-
tains.

But whether this year's summer season be unusually hot or just normally warm, the
Catholic Church always finds something meaningful to do and celebrate. The church
would not just let this season pass without imparting spiritual nourishment or gain-
ing more insights in the process.

In my very limited knowledge about it, I'm particularly referring to the rich ob-
servance the church here in Japan has been doing since the year after the now saint-
ed Pope John Paul II made his visit here. For the older Catholics here, the days of
February 23-26, 1981 were memorable days because those were the days when Pope
John Paul II paid a pastoral visit here. Against the backdrop of the evils that have be-
fallen over Nagasaki and Hiroshima during the second world War, the Pope was pro-
claiming a message of peace.

Thus the following year, (1982) the Catholic bishops of Japan (wanting to preserve the
legacy of John Paul II's visit) made a 10-peace-days a yearly observance which culmi-
nates on the very day our blessed virgin Marry assumes into heaven, the feast of the
Assumption, that is August the 15th.

Although this peace endeavor has been going on for almost 40 years now, still its rele-
vance remains high. For looking at our world today, I think it's not that too difficult to
find situations of war and violence, chaos and seemingly unending suffering. Of
course, deep peace is much more than the absence of all these.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church clearly says, ".... Peace is not merely the ab-
sence of war, and it is not limited to maintaining a balance of powers between adver-
saries. Peace cannot be attained on earth without safeguarding the goods of persons,
free communication among men, respect for the dignity of persons and peoples, and
the assiduous practice of fraternity. Peace is "the tranquillity of order." Peace is the
work of justice and the effect of charity. CCC# 2304

The work for total peace is obviously far from over. In fact, we hold no illusions that
this will be achieved in our own lifetimes. But this doesn't mean that we will just sit
idly and wait until God brings down peace in earth. No, in these days of peace and in
fact throughout our whole lifetime, we continue to pray for peace, think about peace,
talk about peace, and most importantly, act for peace.

May holy Mary, who is the queen of peace, intercede for us and journey with us so
that all our own humble and finite endeavors for peace may bring notable results.
Amen.

HAVE A WONDERFUL AND SAFE SUMMER BREAK TO ALL. GOD BLESS!
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SOCIAL DISTANCEZi¢

HFOIEREXL-TE. LHOIEREIZIFWTTH ?

LODEDHDAEOLTEHHE ?
KU D ANIOEFBL TH TS,

Even though we have to keep our bodies at a safe distance,

let's keep our hearts close.
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