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Christmas is near !

The heading article

Christmas is near! It is just around the corner, so to speak. Now @.e. the
28th of November), we begin the liturgical preparations for the annual sol-
emn commemoration of Jesu’s birth by entering into the season of Advent.
And Advent, as we all know, is also the start of a new liturgical year. We
leave behind year B and enter into year C of the three-year cycle of Sun-
day readings.

Fr. Nonoy Plaza

What good can 2021 Christmas give us? This is but a passing thought of
mine, probably brought about by the awareness of all the troubles the
world has been going through. Here in Japan we have just freshly come
out from the clutches of Corona virus. But still, some clouds of uncertainty
still hover over us, I think. For even now, experts are still concerned about
the possibility of another wave of infections and the need to prepare for it.
Indeed, nobody can deny how this pandemic unleashed innumerable suf-
ferings and uncertainties in all four corners of the globe.

Nevertheless, I think the thought of Christmas should bring in some re-
freshing and consoling elements. Thankfully though, despite countless in-
conveniences and trials, including the passing away of our loved ones and
parishioners, somehow most of us have been able to weather the storms.
We continue to be courageous, resisting anything that dampens our joys,
especially as we look forward to the radiant season of Christmas. As be-
lievers of Jesus, we are blessed with a faith that is resilient and strong. A
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faith that learns to look at the brighter side of life.

This is the same faith which the apostles professed and lived! And like St.
John the evangelist, we also possess a faith that learns to see the brighter
side of life. St. John’s gospel by the way doesn’t have the nativity scene.
But in lieu of that, he gives us a beautiful image of what the first Christ-
mas was all about. In his love for using contrasting realities, John pic-
tures the first Christmas as the shining of the light in the midst of dark-
ness, indeed, so much darkness! But such a terrible gloom could not simp-
ly overcome the light. And the light is Jesus. He became man and pitched
his tent, as it were, among us. He says: “And the Word became flesh, and
made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Fa-
ther’s only Son, full of grace and truth.

Moreover, in his first letter, John continues on describing this amazing
mystery. He testifies: “He who was from the beginning, whom we have
heard, whom we have seen with our eyes, upon whom we have gazed, and
whom our hands have certainly touched: He is the Word of Life. And that
Life has been made manifest. And we have seen, and we testify, and we
announce to you: the Eternal Life, who was with the Father, and who ap-
peared to us. He whom we have seen and heard, we announce to you, so
that you, too, may have fellowship with us, and so that our fellowship may
be with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And this we write to
you, so that you may rejoice, and so that your joy may be full.” (1Jo 1:1-4,
CPDV)

Every year we joyfully celebrate Christmas not because the 25th of De-
cember truly is the exact day when Jesus was born. Truth is, nobody
knew when that day was. Rather, we celebrate Christmas because we
want highlight the greatest gift God has given to mankind, namely the
coming of his Son as man in order to open for us the way to heaven. Or as
the letter to the Hebrews says, “In times past, God spoke in various and
partial ways to our ancestors and the through the prophets; in these last
days, he has spoken to us through the Son ...” In other words, as one com-
mentator aptly put it, God came to us in the most relatable way possible:
as one of us. Pitching his tent among us...This is what Christmas means:
God moves in with us. He makes his home with us. He accompanies us,
lives with us, shares our joys and our struggles. He becomes a meal for us
that the Eucharist. God “pitched his tent” among us in Bethlehem, and
continues to live with us in your homes especially when we are bonded by
love. On Christmas Day and every day, until the end of time. THANK
YOU SO MUCH FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT! MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Once last thing, 2021 may not have been a very good year for most of us.
But let’s all hope and pray that 2022 will be better.
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